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Home Builders Association of Maryland Reorganizes Charitable Foundation
(Baltimore, MD) - October 15, 2009 – The Home Builders Association of Maryland has reorganized its charitable foundation and renamed it the Maryland Community Builders Foundation. 
The 501 (c) (3) charitable foundation, founded in 1999, was formed to promote shelter related activities for those less fortunate throughout the Baltimore region. The MCBF focuses on ‘sticks and bricks’ projects that provide shelter or shelter improvements for needy families in the six counties and city serviced by HBAM – Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Carroll, Cecil, Harford, Howard and Baltimore City. 
Formerly known as the Builders’ Haven Foundation, the strategy of the group remains to provide shelter-related charitable services in the region by calling upon HBAM members for donations of labor, materials and funds. Examples of past projects supported by the Foundation include The Arc of Baltimore, the Night of Peace Shelter, the Carroll County Hospice, the Grassroots Homeless Shelter in Howard County, St. Casmir and the Lighthouse Industries and Our Lady of Perpetual Help.

Foundation chairperson, Chris Rachuba of the Rachuba Group says, “Due to the access to the building industry resources, HBAM members have a unique ability provide beneficiary organizations with labor and materials (either in-kind or for a nominal amount) that would otherwise cost significantly more.”  He explains that although the housing industry itself has suffered in recent months, it is important to give back to the communities in which its members work and live.  

The MCFB has also launched a new website at www.buildingindustryfoundation.org to offer industry professionals a place where they can easily sign up to donate time and/or materials, share their projects for promotional purposes and view the latest projects undertaken by the Foundation. The site also includes a form that allows those in need to request assistance.  According to Rachuba, “The process for undertaking a project is through and includes not only site visits to the project location, but also meetings with an organization's management to coordinate a high-quality, cost-effective solution to improve their shelter facilities.”
The Home Builders Association of Maryland Executive Vice President, John Kortecamp has worked closely with the Foundation and witnessed the impact it has made on our community. “Our region is a much better place because the Maryland Community Builders Foundation has stepped up to the plate to make a positive difference in the lives of our citizens,” said Kortecamp. 
The MCBF reaches out to our community to recognize the positive impact both individuals and organizations can make through philanthropy and volunteerism on their neighborhoods, towns and cities.  
The Home Builders Association of Maryland is a not-for-profit association that provides governmental relations, educational opportunities and generally functions as a housing industry advocate.  HBAM consists of 1,200 member firms, including home builders, commercial and industrial builders, remodelers, material suppliers, sub-contractors, lending institutions, developers, manufacturers, utilities, Realtors and architects from across the central Maryland region.
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