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Orchard Development Receives National Award for Community Service
Ellicott City, MD (March 7, 2008) – The National Housing Endowment named Orchard Development Corporation of Ellicott City,  MD the winner of its 2007 Gold Builder Achievement Award for Outstanding Community Service. Orchard Development, through President and Founder Earl Armiger and his wife Mary, brokered the largest donation to a nonprofit in the history of Howard County.  As winners of this award, Orchard Development received a $10,000 donation to give to the charity of their choice, the Columbia Foundation.  
In a Nations Building News article entitled “Brokered Gift Yields Award for Orchard Development,” Endowment Chairman and 2002 National Association of Home Builders President, Gary Garczynski, said, “the donation made by Orchard Development will have a hugely positive effect on the Howard County community, and it’s a great example for other home builders looking to make a similar impact in their communities” (“Brokered Gift”).
 Orchard Development’s award for community service was well deserved.  Among the community service contributions by Earl and Mary Armiger were: fundraising to support the construction of the Jim Rouse Theatre, chartering the Jim Rouse Entrepreneurial Fund as a nonprofit and raising $250,000 for the Hospice of Howard County.  The National Housing Endowment also cited Orchard Development’s employees for their philanthropic commitment to community, in the form of support as fundraising co-chairs and in contributions made[image: image2.png]


 regularly to these organizations: Howard County Arts Council, Howard County General Hospital, Howard Community College, McDaniel College, The College of Notre Dame, The Domestic Violence Center, Howard County Hospice, The Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, Howard County Senior Expo, Archdiocese of Baltimore, Columbia Center for the Theatrical Arts, The Silas Craft Scholarship Fund at Howard Community College, and The Columbia Foundation, as well as numerous Howard County youth groups.  Starting in the summer of 2000, Armiger Management, an affiliate of Orchard Development, in cooperation with the Department of Recreation and Parks provided a 6-week summer camp for children of working families, many of them single-income households.  
Thus, the company’s dedication to volunteer work, shared by the entire staff, reflects Orchard Development’s spirit of giving back to the community.
President and CEO of the Columbia Foundation, Barbara Lawson, admits “having trouble standing up” (“Brokered Gift”) after being presented with the largest gift ever received in county history. The money will be put to good use, helping to fund human service charities, supporting cultural organizations and other educational and community service-based projects.
While presenting Orchard Development with their Gold award, Mr. Garczynski reminded everyone, “Builders throughout the country have constructed much more than four walls and a roof.  They’ve built structures that represent a bridge from a life of struggle to a life of hope.  These awards honor that charity, and honor the fact that in tough economic times, this charity is all the more dear.”


For more information on Orchard Development please visit their website at www.orcharddevelopment.com or contact their branding firm at www.ecitydesigngroup.com.
Earl and Mary Armiger,

Owners of Orchard Development


















