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HBAM Presents Top Industry Awards

(Baltimore, Maryland) – December 1, 2006 - The Home Builders Association of Maryland (HBAM) presented its coveted awards for Builder of the Year and Associate of the Year awards as well as a Lifetime Achievement, during the Icon Awards at the Baltimore Tremont Grand hotel last night.  The awards are the premiere honors awarded to dedicated and respected members of the home building community. 
The following awards were presented:

2006 HBAM BUILDER OF THE YEAR

Builder members are the heart of the homebuilding industry.  The Builder of the Year award is given to the individual who consistently contributes to the association.  Participation in industry legislative efforts, committee involvement and dedication to the profession are the standards of this recipient.

Mike Owings

Owings Brothers Contracting
Owings Brothers Contracting, founded in 1983 by Michael Owings is a family owned and operated contracting firm. A graduate of Towson State University with an undergraduate degree in Business Management, Owings has served as past president of the Remodelors™ Council of HBAM and president of Remodelers Club 20. Owings Brothers Contracting, Inc. is also a member of the Certified Master Builder/Remodeler Program. In addition to winning the Remodeling Award of Excellence five years in a row, the company has also contributed to the Howard County Youth Program, Boy Scouts of America, Easter Seals, U.S. Marines and various other organizations.
Owings Brothers Contracting is all about offering customers a wealth of knowledge and experience with what they do. If the clients are having a rough time during the production process, out of consideration Owings Brothers will send the clients flowers or a restaurant certificate.
2006 HBAM ASSOCIATE OF THE YEAR

Associate members are vitally important to the homebuilding industry, since they are the ones who supply the builders with products and services to build the homes. The Associate of the Year award is given to the individual who consistently contributes to the association by chairing committees, sponsoring events and participating on various boards.

Katrina Bartos

Asher Bartos Advertising
The donation of time and talents of this year’s recipient has escalated the Association to a new level of professionalism and visibility within the Industry. The advertising firm of Asher Bartos has designed – at no charge - the marketing pieces for the Education Conferences; the MAX awards; Builder Mart, Chef Night and many more. Every one of us present tonight has surely received pieces in the mail designed by Asher Bartos on behalf of HBAM. The work is always stylish, professional and appealing. 

Whether as the designer, a sponsor, or attendee, Asher Bartos has had a presence at nearly all HBAM events since 2001. What a true show of support for our Association.  And, in addition to saving the Association tens of thousands of dollars, and serving as a partner in a very busy company, and volunteering her time to speak at HBAM events, Katrina also serves on four HBAM committees.
2005 L
IFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

On rare occasions, it is deemed appropriate to acknowledge someone for achievements spanning a lifetime.  For the third year, HBAM has chosen to honor a notable individual with this award.

Melvin Colvin
He started in the business with his brother-in-law right after WWII.  They built homes in Baltimore City and Baltimore County during the post war housing boom.  They built homes on ground rent properties and eventually amassed a portfolio of over 4,000 ground rents.  Later they built apartments in the 60's and 70's and eventually managed about 5,000 apartments in Baltimore, Howard and Harford Counties.  Mr. Colvin is a former HBAM Builder of the Year. He graduated from the University of Michigan in mechanical engineering in 1942 and is still and avid football fan.

 This list of communities developed and built during Mel's stewardship of the local building business is too long to mention.  Suffice to say it includes over 10,000 homes throughout Maryland and Pennsylvania.

2006 Most Valuable Volunteer Award

This unique award was created by the Board of Directors, who recognize how closely the staff work with volunteer members. The Board asked the HBAM staff to identify an individual who has consistently made exceptional contributions to the association and industry, above and beyond the requested duties.
Shane Zwingelberg

Zwingelberg Enterprises

In the last 3 years, Shane has served as President of the Remodelor’s Council, Board member of CMBR, two year Chair of the Chesapeake Home and Remodeling Show, and Chair of the Remodelor’s Council Awards of Excellence program. Amongst the staff, he is considered a results-oriented, “go-to” person for any requests, as well as a fun person to have around.  

Awards for the Remodeler of the Year and Land Developer of the Year were presented at an earlier ceremony.

Remodeler of the Year:  

John Martindale, Brothers Services

LDC Developer of the Year:

Jim Wolf of Morris H Wolf Enterprises


The Home Builders Association of Maryland is a not-for-profit association that provides governmental relations, educational opportunities and generally functions as a housing industry advocate.  HBAM consists of 1,200 member firms, representing over 100,000 employees, including home builders, commercial and industrial builders, remodelers, material suppliers, sub-contractors, lending institutions, developers, manufacturers, utilities, Realtors, architects and others from across the central Maryland region.
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