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HBAM Presents Top Industry Awards

(Baltimore, Maryland) – November 29, 2007 - The Home Builders Association of Maryland (HBAM) will present its coveted awards for Builder of the Year and Associate of the Year as well as a Lifetime Achievement Award, during the Icon Awards at the Turf Valley Resort in Ellicott City tonight.  The awards are the premiere honors awarded to dedicated and respected members of the home building community. 
The following awards were presented:

2007 HBAM BUILDER OF THE YEAR

Builder members are the heart of the homebuilding industry.  The Builder of the Year award is given to the individual who consistently contributes to the association.  Participation in industry legislative efforts, committee involvement and dedication to the profession are the standards of this recipient.

Clark Turner
Clark Turner Signature Homes
For nearly 30 years, Clark Turner has been building homes in Harford, Cecil and Baltimore Counties and today is the president of Clark Turner Signature Homes, Belcamp, Maryland.
Through the years, his work has been recognized and honored by his peers.  He is the only builder to have twice been named “Builder of the Year” by the Home Builders Association of Maryland. Additionally, he received the “Developer of the Year” award by the HBAM Land Development Council and is a 36-time recipient of the association’s “Award of Excellence for Quality and Value” and twice won the Best in American Living Award by Professional Builder magazine for his homes at The Residences at Bulle Rock. Three of his residential communities have each been named “Project of the Year” by the Home Builders Association Land Development Council.

In 1994, he served as president of the Home Builders Association of Maryland.

In October, Clark Turner Signature Homes was selected by ABC to be the builder for an episode of the award-winning ABC-TV program, Extreme Makeover: Home Edition, which is scheduled to air in January of 2008 as the company celebrates its 30th anniversary.  

--MORE--
2007 HBAM ASSOCIATE OF THE YEAR

Associate members are vitally important to the homebuilding industry, since they are the ones who supply the builders with products and services to build the homes. The Associate of the Year award is given to the individual who consistently contributes to the association by chairing committees, sponsoring events and participating on various boards.

Jerry Hoover
Andersen Windows
Jerry Hoover is now serving for a third consecutive year as chairman of HBAM’s Builder Mart Committee.  Builder Mart is the association’s largest event, and the largest industry trade show in the mid-Atlantic region, drawing nearly 9,000 attendees each year.    Jerry has seen the show through some very challenging years, including his first as chairman when HBAM introduced electronic online registration.  The fact that he weathered that storm with good humor and resolve and came back for a second and third year to lead the dedicated team of volunteers that help make Builder Mart the annual success speaks volumes.  Jerry’s good humor, commitment to results, and team approach make him an easy choice as 2007 Associate of the Year.
2007 L
IFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

On rare occasions, it is deemed appropriate to acknowledge someone for achievements spanning a lifetime.  This year, HBAM has chosen to honor a notable individual with this award.

James Keelty III
James Keelty and Company, Inc.

James Keelty is an individual who has invested a lifetime in the industry, thereby contributing uniquely to its betterment, as well as that of the Association. Having successfully operated a local homebuilding firm that has been in business for over 100 years, he has carried on the tradition of his grandfather, father and uncle in building Maryland communities that have stood the test of time.  His leadership serves as proof that honesty and integrity can be hallmarks of building landmark Maryland neighborhoods.

2007 Most Valuable Volunteer Award

This unique award was created by the Board of Directors, who recognize how closely the staff work with volunteer members. The Board asked the HBAM staff to identify an individual who has consistently made exceptional contributions to the association and industry, above and beyond the requested duties.
Pat Scherer
K Hovnanian Homes
Pat has served on multiple committees through her tenure with the association. She is responsible for raising numerous dollars in sponsorship for the MAX Awards, donating and soliciting  contributions for the Chef Night Auction, and going above and beyond for any event even if its not one for which she directly volunteers.

--MORE--
2007 EMERITUS AWARD

Linda Veach

Bob Ward Companies

HBAM is not only recognizing the service of Linda Veach to the organization, but is  also saluting the first woman president of HBAM.  Linda has been very active in the leadership of the association over the past six years.  In addition to her professional duties as President of Bob Ward Homes, she has served as membership chair, been very active with our PAC’s, and is completing her fourth year as a member of the Executive Committee.  She has also represented HBAM on the NAHB National Board of Directors.

Awards for the Associate of the Year and Land Developer of the Year were presented at an earlier ceremony.

Remodelers Council Associate of the Year:  

Steve Gilman, Assembly Line, Inc.
Land Development Council Developer of the Year:

Richard Alter, Manekin
Land Development Council Lifetime Achievement Award:

Larry Rachuba, The Rachuba Group


The Home Builders Association of Maryland is a not-for-profit association that provides governmental relations, educational opportunities and generally functions as a housing industry advocate.  HBAM consists of 1,200 member firms, representing over 100,000 employees, including home builders, commercial and industrial builders, remodelers, material suppliers, sub-contractors, lending institutions, developers, manufacturers, utilities, Realtors, architects and others from across the central Maryland region.
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